CHAPTEE IX

SPIRITISM

DURING the subsequent winter the subject of
spiritism occupied the world of the curious and the
thoughtful a good deal; and, with my brother Paul,
who was a disciple of Swedenborg, I took every
occasion that offered to investigate it. Many of
my friends were interested in it, and I soon became
convinced that it was not the foolish delusion which
the scientific world and most religious people pro-
nounced it. In fact, if there be any basis of reality
in the phenomena, it is hard to conceive a subject
of such vital importance as the determination of the
actuality of an individual existence after the physi-
cal death. It had always been evident to me that
the immense majority of men had BO real belief in
human immortality, all their pursuits and acquisi-
tions being of a purely material character. My own
convictions were ingrained and immovable, but a
physical demonstration of their verity seemed to me
an eminently desirable result, if attainable, and I
entered into the investigation with earnestness and
all my patience. Society was largely occupied by
the table-tippings and the "rappings." "Circles"
were forming amongst all classes, and the mediums
became an important element in the world of Newrson who had shown the
